VI                   PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION.
The Monument Bill seemed to meet with no opposition. The Government leaders fully expected it to pass. The weight of public opinion in England was overwhelmingly for it, while in America the project pleased all right-thinking men. The first vote was taken on Friday, June 14, 1895, and the Bill was passed in Committee of the Whole by a majority of 15. Then the game of politics was played against it. On the following Monday night, when the Bill was on its second reading, the Parnell section of the Irish party, comprising about eleven votes, denounced Cromwell's military policy at Drogheda and Wexford, and when the vote was taken they carried the Irish Nationalist party with them. The Bill was rejected by 137 votes, and the Government suffered a virtual defeat. Mr. John Morley, the Home Secretary for Ireland, in withdrawing the measure, characterised Cromwell's campaign in Ireland as " a blunder and a crime." After a subsidiary vote to reduce the salary of one of the ministers, an appeal was made to the country, and the Liberal party was beaten in the ensuing elections.
On Thursday of the same week in which the bill was defeated the London Chronicle called for a public subscription to pay the cost of a monument to Cromwell to be erected in London. On the very next morning the Chronicle announced that it had received all the money required, and the plans for the monument were immediately begun.1
While these events^ were happening, I was in England, following the great Puritan over his battlefields, enjoying the felicity of English hospitality, absorbing the beauty of the landscape, and viewing with delight a country where almost every aspect wears the quaint garb of an olden time. While spending a week in the company of Mr. Morley at Cluny Castle, I asserted that the Protector's severity at Drogheda and Wexford was strictly in accordance with the law of war as it stood
11 find that I am mistaken in this Chronical statement. The editor did appeal for a popular subscription, but withdrew the appeal on learning that " the necessary sum was immediately after offered to the Government of the day by a gentleman whose name was not made public." This, I believe, refers to Mr. WertheimerV offer.